
GCSE

Statistics

Summer 2023 Marking 

Guidance

Melanie Muldowney

Christian Seager



2© Pearson Education 2023

• General marking guidance

• Specific questions 

• Examiners reports 

Agenda



Practice v Theory 
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General … it is different to GCSE Maths? 
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General marking 
principles
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General marking 
principles
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General … it is different to GCSE Maths? 

NOT EXPLICIT IN THE MARKSCHEMES 



Paper 1
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Foundation Paper 1
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Foundation Paper 1 Q1

Student A 
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Foundation Paper 1 Q1

Student B
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Foundation Paper 1 Q1
WAGOLL
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Foundation Paper 1 
Q4 (a to c) 

Student A
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Foundation Paper 1 
Q4 (a to c) 

Student B
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Foundation Paper 1 
Q4 (d) 

Student A
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Foundation Paper 1 Q4 WAGOLL
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Foundation Paper 1 Q5 Student A
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Foundation Paper 1 Q5 Student B
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Foundation Paper 1 Q5

WAGOLL
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Foundation Paper 1 Q11

Student A
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Foundation Paper 1 Q11

Student B
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Foundation Paper 1 Q11
WAGOLL
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COMMON ITEM 
Foundation Paper 1 Q9 Higher Paper 1 Q2
(e only) 

Student A
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COMMON ITEM 
Foundation Paper 1 Q9 Higher Paper 1 Q2
(e only) 

Student B
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Common Item 
Foundation P1 Q9 (and Higher P1 Q2)

WAGOLL
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Higher Paper 1
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Higher Paper 1 Q1
(a / b) 

Student A
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Higher Paper 1 Q1
(a / b) 

Student B
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Higher Paper 1 Q1
(c / d) 

Student A
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Higher Paper 1 Q1
(c / d) 

Student B
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Higher Paper 1 Q1
WAGOLL
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Higher Paper 1 Q8
(a / b) 

Student A
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Higher Paper 1 Q8
(a / b) 

Student B
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Higher Paper 1 Q8
(c / d) 

Student A
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Higher Paper 1 Q8
(c / d) 

Student B
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Higher Paper 1 Q8
WAGOLL
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Higher Paper 1 Q9
(b/c) 

Student A
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Higher Paper 1 Q9
(b/c) 

Student B
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Higher Paper 1 Q9
WAGOLL



Paper 2
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Foundation Paper 2
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Foundation P2 Q1
(a/b) 

Student A
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Foundation P2 Q1
(a/b) 

Student B
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Foundation P2 Q1  (c/d)   Student A
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Foundation P2 Q1  (c/d)   Student B
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Foundation Paper 2 Q1
WAGOLL
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Foundation P2 Q2
(a/b/c/d) 

Student A
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Foundation P2 Q2
(a/b/c/d) 

Student B
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Foundation P2 Q2
(e/f/g) 

Student A



51© Pearson Education 2023

Foundation P2 Q2
(e/f/g) 

Student B
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Foundation Paper 2 Q2
WAGOLL
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Foundation P1 Q10
(a/b) 

Student A
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Foundation P1 Q10
(a/b) 

Student B



55© Pearson Education 2023

Foundation P1 Q10
(c/d) 

Student A
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Foundation P1 Q10
(c/d) 

Student B
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Foundation Paper 2 Q10
WAGOLL
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COMMON ITEM 
Foundation P2 Q11 (and Higher P2 Q1)

Student A
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COMMON ITEM 
Foundation P2 Q11 (and Higher P2 Q1)

Student B
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COMMON ITEM 
Foundation P2 Q11 (and Higher P2 Q1) WAGOLL
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Higher Paper 2
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Higher P2 Q7

Student A
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Higher P2 Q7

Student B
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Higher Paper 2 Q7 WAGOLL
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Higher P2 Q11
(a/b)

Student A
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Higher P2 Q11
(a/b)

Student B
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Higher P2 Q11
(c)

Student A
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Higher Paper 2 Q11
WAGOLL



Examiners Key Notes
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Foundation 

Based on their performance students should: 

• Read each question fully and carefully before attempting to answer it and show working out 

to support the final answer 

• Practice:

• Interpreting answers to statistical calculations and diagrams in context

• Identifying the appropriateness of calculations, diagrams and approaches in different 

settings 

• Making comparisons, particularly those in context. Ensure that correct statistical 

language is used throughout when making comparisons, just stating figures is not a 

comparison

• Questions where you need to ‘assess’ or ‘discuss the validity’ of a conclusion make 

sure that you include this in the answer

• Give a decision when the question asks for this and support it using the information from  

the question, such as a relevant sampling method given the sampling frame that is intended 

for use

• Recognise the importance of any numbers in a question as an indication that the response 

requires a calculation to be done or use the number to explain or justify a conclusion 

• Revise:

• How to carry out an experimental test

• Cumulative frequency step polygons

• Skew in distributions and be able to interpret it in context.
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Higher 

Based on their performance on this paper, students should:

• Use a ruler to draw graphs, show working in calculations.

• Practise writing clear explanations, bearing in mind exactly what is asked in the question and 

what evidence you should give to support your answer.

• Practice 

• Interpreting statistical calculations in the context of the question.

• Analysing plans for data collection and the subsequent diagrams and calculations 

together with giving statistical reasons or against the approaches suggested.

• Extended response questions, laying out answers in bullet points

• Develop their understanding of :

• the meaning of skew. 

• conditional probability and practice a range of questions.

• relative risk.

• regression equations and the interpretation of the gradient of these.

• Revise: 

• Geometric means for a range of different contexts and giving interpretations of these.

• The names of different types of sampling and learn to identify a population

• Standardised scores

• Skew in distributions.



Support
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Maths Emporium

Do read the examiners reports. 



mel@justmaths.co.uk

christian@justmaths.co.uk  

mailto:mel@justmaths.co.uk
mailto:christian@justmaths.co.uk
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NEW Podcast: The Right Angle

The Right Angle invites topical discussions, debates and insights from a range of 
thought leaders, award-winning maths educators and facilitators. Our subject partner 
hosts, Mark Heslop and Nicola Woodford-Smith lead conversations on themes such 
as the evolution of technology to support learning, student engagement and diversity 
and inclusion across the education of mathematics. Listen and subscribe for FREE 
on Apple Podcasts, Spotify and on Soundcloud.

https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/schools/subject-area/mathematics/the-power-of-maths/the-right-angle-podcast.html
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